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CIVIL SERVICE IN THE POLICE
FORCE.

What has UOCOUic Of .Mayor Bux-
lou's proposition to place the police
force of Newport News on a civil
sorvlce basis? The matter should lie
sei tied one way or the other. ii
should nut he allowed 'to slumber
tin pigeon-hole <>f the police commit¬
tee. We can see no legitimate r'a-
son fur opposition to the principle out¬
lined by the mayor in his message
bearing on the subject. There is abso.
lately no reason why favoritism or
politics should prevail in the polled
department <>i ibis or any other city,
and there Is every reason why busi¬
nesslike methods should underlie the
conduction of that particular depart¬
ment.

At the lime the project was Mist
agitated some persona wen- inclined
to scout the civil service principle,!
pointing to tin- fate of certain officials|
connected with the local customs sei
ice as a practical illustration of the
worlhlessness of civil service theories
in actual practice. Few persons
would today advance any such argu¬
ment as thai, for the very principle
llppll which civil service reform hat'
grown ami lias become a power in the
id. ami efficient mid capable em¬
it)pd has been triumphantly vindica'-
plpyes have been protected from the
prejudice <d the spoilsman,

Ii should be remembered thai the
proposed plan would not interfere
with (hu present method of removal!
from tin- police lone, which neces¬
sarily complies with the State law in
regard to the matter. It simply would
have a tendency to close the "door ol
opportunity," mi tar as the police
force is concerned, to all but desii
able and intelligent men, worthy ot
positions in iln- lirsl place and worthy
of any promotion which may justly
come io iitem in the years of service
to follow. There Is no reason why the
police lon e Kliould oi In- placed upon
n business basis. In any event, the
matter should In- taken up and dis¬
posed of in one way or another. l<ot
lie ordinance come to a vote and let

lhu (tuestIon of its pasbugo 03 settled
tin its merits. In any event, let the
councilmen place themselves on

cord in regard to the proposition.

WOMEN AS BANKERS.
Tbe esteemed New York World

diaws a lesson much to the credit of
the gentler sex from the following
facts On a capital stock of $50,000 ti e
Rank of Joplin, in Missouri, reports
$250,0011 in surplus funds: deposits.
$170,579; Interest and exchange, $5,-
ItlJ. The bank's cashier, assistant
ctislilcr and three bookkeepers are wo-
lliell.

In the Stale ot Iowa arc at present
fourteen women bank cashiers ami
eighteen women assistant cashiers.
Two-thirds of these olliclals started a.-

boukkcepers. No Iowa bank directed
by a woman has ever failed and no
women placed in a bank position or
trust has proved unfaithful. And this
in a State which there has been thirty,
six bank failures in five years, leading
to six suicides .-Mid six convictions in
<iie criminal courts.

a short time ago .1 college profes¬
sor arose mid made a few remarks 10
th«» effect thai man was being driven
out «of the commercial life by ihe
"eternal fcniihjoe." Wc frequently
hesr clgarette-aiuoklug beer-drinking
youths expatiate along the Baute line
Perhaps In tbe csrelesi end slovenly

methods of the latter aud iu the ex¬
cellent showing made in the figures
above cited, we may have an explana¬
tion of what, many persons regard as
an anomalous condition of affairs.
With all of the handicaps of sox there
are many positions iu which women
are preferable to the sort of men who
seem to be available for Iii" particular
kind of work under consideration. t):i
the other hand, it seldom happens that
an efficient and painstaking man has
to give way to a woman in any of the
commercial fields in which both are
struggling for u foothold.

The Washington Post says that "M
has been advised by a Democratic iu-
habitant of Nebraska who professes
to be iu possession of accurate in¬
formation on the subject thai Colonel
Hryan's letter to President Roosevelt,
which-was spread as a feast before
the country a few weeks ago. was but
the advance guard of a procession ot
similar epistles to lie sent at briet
intervals over the seas during all the
months that may elapse before the
completion of the colonel's world em¬
bracing tour." Whatever may be one's
opinion of Colonel Itryan's views, few
persons feel inclined to doubt his sin¬
cerity or to challenge bis ability.
Therefore, Iiis utterances will he read
with interest by a large following,
whatever subject lie may write upon.

Former Senator .Mcl.aurln is of the
opinion that the Palmetto Stale soon

will throw the dispensary system
overboard. That would be loo had if
some of i he reports concerning i lie
quality of the liquor sold in tin- dis¬
pensaries are correct, as the indica¬
tions are thai bey already have all
the water in thoni that they will
stand.

The esteemed New Kork World says
"the greatest danger to the President
on his Southern trip is that he will he
made a target for one of Krank I/.
Stauton's 'nappy-tlmCB-ln-Georgla' po¬
ems." Which is simply another way
of saying thai there Is no possibility
of anything unpleasant happening to
the President during his stay iu Dixie
land.

it is announced that Tammany will
i-.- it 400 Spellbinders Into the munici¬
pal campaign raging In that city. Can
it be itun the braves are becoming
worried over the support of Rev.
Charles II. Parkhurst and of Jukoy
Riis?

Hon. Cus Addlcka says that he will
not relit'.- from Delaware politics.
Which may mean either that be has
sheared a few more lambs, or else
Hint be means to wait lo be thrown
out.

.President Roosevelt says that every
"American man Is a decent sort, of
fellow," from which we infer that he
does not endorse Secretary Taft'.;
view of former Engineer Wallace, ot
the Panama canal commission.

WAYS OF SWEDEN.

It Is light all night In aumnier and
dark nil day iu winter.
Although drinking is common, onn

seldom sees a drunken man.

Everybody trusts you, and you urn

ixpected to trust everybody.
You tflkp off your lint when roll en>

let- a shop Slid return the shopman'!
low bow.
A servant who brings you ROtuelhin.1

lay*. "So good." Von any, "Tack"
(thanks).
You get a bill every day nt tbp hotel.

This permits you to correct ally mis¬
takes at once.
A barber will shsve yon for f> cents,

but you have to wash your own fnco
and comb your own hair.
Tips are everywhere given, but they

urn small. Ten ore (2'.9 centsi Is the
»rdinary tip to a cabman or porter.
A lady always walls for a gentleman

lo speak instead of the reverse, as lit
America..MInneapolis Journal.

Korr n Grrnl Aolnr I.lvrrt.
Charles Malhews. one day previous

lo the period of his publicly proclaim¬
ed dire bankruptcy, invited a friend t-.i
tine with him. The walnuts, were
washed down by aoin« rare sherry.
"That's a dellelous wine." his friend
exclaimed. "It must have cost you a
lot of money." "It didn't cost me any-
Ihlng that I know of." the nighty co¬
median answered, with n shrug. "Yon
had it given to you, then''" the friend
suggested. ''Oh, no," answered Malh¬
ews; "I bought It from Kills, Iu Bond
street;" ''Bui he will charge you some¬
thing for It?" Hie friend exclaimed in
astonishment'. "I believe be does write
something down in a book," Charles re-
lorted gravely, "l.oi's have another
glass, my hoy."

HOME-SEEKERS' RA~ £5

To California and Pacific Coast Points,
Sept. 15th to Oct. 31st. Inclusive.
Soul hern Railway now celling one¬

way tickets lo Pacific Coast Polnt3 at
extremely low rate of $4ij.7C. No
change of train from Norfolk.
Through tourist, car to I .oh Angeles

and Sah Francisco, leaving Washing¬
ton Mondays and Fridays, passing
Salisbury x;;io a. nr. Tuesdays ami Sat¬
urdays. Berth rale only I8.G0. Route
Southern Railway through "The Land
of the Sky" and Memphis.

Convention for tourli ear leaves
Norfolk 1','M p nr., Mondays ami Fri
days

For particulars write BTANTON
CURTIS, passenger agent, B3 ftraubt
.tree*, Muirik. \ ¦ V-19-a7(

THE MOCKING BIRD.
He I» the Moat Versatile of All 4he

Wood In ml Choir.
Early explorers of America carried

hack with them <.) Europe stories of n
bird which sain; move sweetly tlian tilts
nightingale.

It was the southern mocker hoard in
the clearings and along the green banks
i>f the water courses which clinlued the
attention of the music loving Spaniard.
The mocking bird sings as sweetly to¬
day ns it sang when He Soto. Journey¬
ing westward, listened nil the way to
Us music.
Kver since (he day when Its notes

were first heard by the ears of the pio¬
neers the human singers have been
trying to catch the inspiration of the
mocker's song und to do it Justice In
poetry. The human singers never fully
have succeeded. The mocker IP the
most versatile of nil the woodland
choir. Me run, if he will, touch hnrali-
nesm. as he touches harmony, and nt
time«" the admiration of the listener Is
inure fur the bird's variety than for Its
melody.
No mocking bird in nil the range ot

Its performance ever equaled in port
music the liyninlike notes of the hermit
Ihrn-di, but yet the mocker is by fur
the greater, if tin) the more appealing,
singer. When Ihe Wird confines itseir
in the noies which are its own by birth¬
right ItS lintlve notes, nS It were.there
Is a trace »f nothing save nn exnliing
measure, The bird, however. Is a born
borrower, and to that with which nn-
lure has endowed II there are constant¬
ly being added the belongings of others.

It Is Interesting to read the «ccountn
of the mocking birds' songs as set.
down by the early ornithologists. An
dubon. Wilson and Nuttnll listened in
the mocker and were In turn niOVtA to!
sing, even though they did their sing- |
ing in prose. Some of Ihe fathers <»f,
bird science in America nearly exhaust¬
ed the.supply of adjectives hi the Eng¬
lish hiugungc in their endeavor to give,
ihelr readers adequate description of
the snug of the mocking bird. One solo
beard amid the surroundings of n
southern spring drives from tho mem-1
¦>ry nil thoughts of human praise of the
bird's volet", and the song ttsolf re-,
mains to lake their place.
There Is u luxuriance In the singing

of the mocker, mid the proper setting
fur tlin song Is the warmth and luxurl-'
atice of the south. The bird, however,
does not entirely neglect Ihe music lov¬
ers of the north. It sinus ami nests
occasionally as far north as Illinois
nhd Massachusetts, mid In Hie norllf-
ward passage it loses nothing of sweet¬
ness from its song.
Rome years ago the Audtiboii socie¬

ties of ihe northern suites began to re¬
ceive letters from the women of the
HOUl Ilia lid telling of the gradual disnp-
ppnranee of Ihe mocker from localities
where once Its song 'had been heard
from ever.v tree und thicket, The let¬
ters odd Of ihe robbing of the nests
of the birds in order that the young
might be sold In the great northern
cities.
The Audilboli societies took up the

plea of the southern women that the
traffic in the mockers might he stopped,
and Ihey succeeded In a large ninasurn
In putting nn cud to Hie sale of tbn
songsters in the northern markets. Tim
BOIIgS of a mocking bird caged and of
a mocking bird nl liberty are as differ¬
ent ns are Ihe spirits of slavery and of
freedom.

11 would be n task of days to give
adequate Information of all that has.
been written concerning the song of
Hie southern mockingbird. Paul ifnui-
illou Hay tie lived with ihe bird, and
be caught ihe ecstasy of Iis souk. W'il-
Hum Heiiry Tim rod, like Hayne, a
southern sitiger, also caught the In
spiral ion of ihe bird's note. 'Hie south
ern poets, as would seem both natural
and rieht, have enllgill best the An?
fremty of iIiis sinner of the southern
forests..f Ihtengo Host.

A l.ovnttlr Friend.
A book Is a lovable friend. Tt Is re¬

sponsive to every mood. It never find«
fault. It never scolds. Tenches with
mil hard words or anger. It reveal*
everything to you when you are In a
thoroughly Inquiring frame of mind.
When you are mystical it puz/.lea yon
jusl enough to satisfy Hie "diggingheul" of your nature at that particular
moment. If you grow tired and put It
aside, unceremoniously, it never re¬
proaches bin greets you more cheer¬
fully Ihe next I hue and offers you ihe
liesi it has and tries again to enter to
your liesi Impulses. When you wish to
visii ilia ruins of nntlqulty it guides
you all ihe way. Von may travel
through nncleiil Home and view her
fallen splendors. You may talk with
Marie Antoinette or enjoy the society
of i.inecu Elisabeth, You may feast
with the great or sympathize wiih the j
poor. Yon mo^ do ail ibis when you |will, with Whom you will and ns you
will. Truly, as lias been said. "What a
lovnble friend a hook Is.".Exchange.

The Soul.
The clairvoyants an- almost unani¬

mous in Hie opinion that Hie soul is n
bipartite "something" having two seat*

[In the human Inheruecle.one in the
heart and the oilier In the brain. Tim
spiritualists say that in the ease of a
dying person the soul or spirit leaves
its earthly envelope al the top of the
bend, appearing as a vapor which slow
l.v assumes the form of the person who
I* expiring. The spiritualistic portrait
of the dying person appears In not only
be attached to the head ot the person
who is fast becoming n corpse, but
scnis to be also fastened In the region
directly over the heart by a flllfdic Um
mem. which I« severed *t the instant
that the "Khosi man" leaves the head.
These two opinion.*, "tie by an eminent
American spiritualist, the other by n
«terrr)*e clairvoyant, *eem to strangelycoincide 'P tho opinion 'hat the son' haf
9 Kit !b both ,,,e bruin god !v,c hsart
- &\. Lnis Republic,
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Table Silver
We carry a most comprehensive slock of table wain.
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JTRICKS OF BIG WAVES. ]|
Ronurh 14» pcrlenro» on Ihr Slorntr.

< m( of (he Nrlllv Ml«.*. . ^ I
There lire plenty of adventures to '

be found in pbotogrnphiug the great
waves uf Hie sea. I". .1. Mortimer, nn
Englishman, tells of some rough ox-

perleuees In gotiing pictures of this
kind ou the stormy coast of the Kcilly
Islands. II«' says: '-Oue can never trust
the sHii for a moment. Once I. was
Btaudlllg with my back to n cliff on
the lop of which was n friend, whoso
outstretched hands I could Just reach. |After watching the sea for some time
breaking at » .<afc distance, l turned
my back Oll II for one moment to resell
up to my friend for a fresh dark slide.
Fatal movement .as fatal as taking
one's eyes from n crouching liger.for
no soouer had I turned my head Minn
a wave darted in and crashed with ter¬
rific force on t«v my back. I was abso¬
lutely flattened against the rock, nil
breath and feeling were knocked from
my body, while my camera was smash¬
ed io smithereens. Mruiscd and gasp¬
ing. I could only totter home to bed.
lilld two days were passed before 1
was fit to venture oul again.)
"Then there was another adven¬

ture,'- says Mr. Mortimer again, ''caus¬
ed by a rope man who wn.s too care¬
less; He Imd lowered me down a nar¬
row crevice, u 'chimney.' as it is called,
und having seen me safely come to
ground at (lie bottom he calmly threw
ibe rope down to rue and wem off,
never thinking ibnt he inigbl be re¬
quired lo haul me up again. (me
glance nl the sen told me that I was In
b most dangerous position. The tide
ivo* com lug In mnl would soon be
wcllinc >e. the »-him111"v. sud only by i

way of the chimney could I escape.
All intentions of taking photographs I
throw to the wind, and, after shouting
till I was hoarse, I began the upward
cllnih unaided elbow work of the
stlfTest kind. The chimney was loo feet
high, and I spent the rest of the day
In getting to the top. 1

'.Another time the promptitude of a
friend in trying to save my life coBt
me a valuable outfit, f war photo¬
graphing from the base of n cliff, on
(lie top of which stood my friend iiold-
iug the rope lo which I was attached.
Along came a fine wave that would
have made a magnificent study. While
it was yet far distant, a sudden dis¬
trust of it entered my friend's soul,
and while I was stooping over my
things on the ground, without n word
of warning, be gave a mighty Jork to
tile rope and hauled me into the air.
Dangling helplessly, unable to «-ry out.
I was forced t<> watch thai hue wave
roll quietly in, break with a creat ef¬
fect of foam, and as quietly go olT
with all my apparatus. ¦

"1 once bad an awful fall when de¬
scending a sleep bit or cliff on 81.
Agnes. I was clambering down, very
much Ineuinhered by my camera.
Which allowed me to cling ou with oun
band only, supported by toes, knees
rnd elbows, when suddenly m

a rat
leaped from a hole in Ilm rock, brushed
ngainst my race and landed on myhand. .Now, 1 didn't know that rats
Inhabited the rock, and my surprise
at this unexpected discovery Ih natural
history, combined with the start I gave
when the rat touched my hand, caused
me to let go my bold and to fall a
distance of thirty feet. 1 landed on
my camera case, breaking up my out¬
er as completely as the gea Itself
nanld have desired." I

BABES IN THE WOOD.
A SfTPntrrntli Cenlnry Incident in

the H«««p of Maine,
In Iö7fi .Inines Adams of York be¬

came niTrouted wiih ono of his neigh-
liors, Henry Simpson, and determined
to avenge himself upon two of Simp-
ton's children, whose ago-; were six
i ml nine yours. In a solitary place
four or live miles from the dwelling
houses of the Inhabitants be bulit of
logs beside a ledge of perpendicular
rucks a pen or pound several feet high,
with walls Inclined Inward from bot¬
tom to top. After be bad built this ho
decoyed the children into the woods;
nnder a pretense of searching for birds'
iiests and caused them to enter within
the pound, where be left, them confined
lo perish. The place has since been
railed the Devil's Invention.
The children were soon missed, ami

Ihc alarmed inhabitants searched for
them more than forty-eight hours. The
boys, when aware of their wretched
lilualion, made various attempts to
fot out, and ut length, by digging away
with their hands the surface of the
earth underneath one of the bottom
logs, effected their escape. They won-
tiered lu the woods three days, being
»I his, attracted to Ibe seashore by the
Uoise of the surf, where they were
round.
The depraved criminal was con¬

temned to have thirty Stripes well laid
ou. lo pay the fattier of the cbildreu

the treasurer £10. besides fees and
Charges of (lie prison, and remain a
close prisoner during the court's pleas¬
ure or till further order. The same
month be recognized before two of tbo
Judges, "conditioned lo send him. with-
ja twenty-one dnyg, out of the Jurisdic¬
tion "


